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Award B1
Popular Presentation of the 
Catholic Faith

First Place
   A Jesuit Off Broadway, by James Martin, S.J., Loyola 
Press, Chicago, Ill.,
   What more popular presentation of the faith can there be 
than an engaging story such as this by one of America’s 
best Catholic writers about his experience as adviser to 
(and then invited to be a member of) a Broadway company 
doing a play about Jesus and Judas? This is a charming, 
highly readable book about our faith in our modern world, 
very well presented, brightened by humor and warmed by 
the author’s connection with and keen understanding of the 
lives we Catholics lead in the world we inhabit.
Second Place
   A Faith That Frees, by Richard Malloy, Orbis Books, 
Maryknoll, N.Y.
   Richard Malloy challenges his readers to explore what it 
means to live the Catholic faith in the increasingly global-
ized and multicultural world of the 21st century. Part One 
examines today’s meaning of “being Catholic” and creat-
ing a Catholic culture that leads to a freeing faith. Part Two 
takes a new look at issues of power and authority, gender 
and race relations, and peace and economic justice. This 
book provides the inspiration to rethink and renew the 
practice of our Catholic faith.
Third Place
   Created for Joy, by  Sidney Callahan, The Crossroad 
Publishing Co., New York, N.Y.
   Another of our best Catholic writers has given us a 
tender and moving book about suffering and how we can 
respond to it. Her own loss of a son to Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome, and years later her daughter’s death as she 
gave birth, gives the author a profound base from which 
to write.   She examines suffering from many angles and 
considers prayer and joy in her response. An excellent 
piece of work.
Third Place
   Broken Trust, by Patrick Fleming, et. al., The Crossroad 
Publishing Co., New York, N.Y.
   This honest and compelling examination of the cleri-
cal sexual abuse crisis situates the scandal not only in 
individual behavioral patterns but in faith and institutional 
contexts as well. Through case studies, accompanied by 
professional commentary, we see the crisis in human terms 
in light of Gospel values.
Third Place
   A Concise Guide to the Documents of Vatican II, by 
Edward P. Hahnenberg, St. Anthony Messenger Press, 
Cincinnati, Ohio
   A wonderfully concise and insightful look at the sixteen 
documents produced by the Second Vatican Council. This 
guide gives readers a new way to readily access the work 
of the Vatican II Council and actively reflect on their pro-
found affect on the life of the church today.

Award B2a
Spirituality
Soft Cover

First Place
   Teilhard de Chardin, The Divine Milieu Explained: A 
Spirituality for the 21st Century, by Louis M. Savary, Pau-
list Press, Mahwah, N.J. 
   Stating that most traditional spiritualities are based 
on an image of the earth as flat, Savary points out 
that the past century has seen paradigm shifts in 
our understanding of ourselves and of the world in 

which we live.  Teilhard realized that these new under-
standings necessitate a radically new spirituality that 
could integrate the important scientific facts of our 
existence into itself. Savary explains the thoughts of 
Teilhard and includes practical spiritual exercises that 
aid the reader to put into practice the spiritual insights 
of Teilhard. Those who read this book, which is written 
in an engaging style, will be rewarded with a deeper 

understanding of the spirituality of Teilhard and a strong 
mandate to apply this spirituality to their lives. Savary 
has made a major contribution to the appreciation of a 
spirituality that encompasses the cosmos.
Second Place
   Finding Francis, Following Christ, by Michael Cros-
by, Orbis Books, Maryknoll, N.Y. 
   Crosby finds in the spiritual odyssey of Francis of 
Assisi the antidote for the problem of violence in our 
world today. As Francis called into question both his 
culture’s story and his church’s story, Crosby engages in 
a narrative of Francis’ life that challenges the contem-
porary reader to question the culture in which we live 
today. The centrality of the life of Christ that captivated 
Francis is the motivating factor that led him into a form 
of spiritual revolution that has reverberated through the 
centuries. This book is truly a challenge to the accepted 
understanding of “Americanism” in the public mind and 
“Romanism” in the Catholic Church. The path of Fran-
cis transcended the historical time in which he lived and 
beckons us to tread this path to peace in our inner life 
and in the world.
Third Place
   The Developing Christian:  Spiritual Growth Through 
the Life Cycle, by Peter Feldmeier, Paulist Press, Mah-
wah, N.J.
   Feldmeier successfully integrates the stages of spiri-
tual development with three principal models of human 
growth through the major life cycles, making this book 
an invaluable resource for anyone involved in pastoral 
care. He offers valuable insights not only for self-under-
standing but also provides vital information for those 
engaged in areas of pastoral ministry and education.The 
study questions and bibliography make it a complete 
course in human spiritual growth.
Honorable Mention
   Lourdes:  Font of Faith, Hope and Charity, by Eliza-
beth Ficocelli, Paulist Press, Mahwah NJ

Award B2b
Spirituality
Hard Cover

First Place
   Welcome to the Wisdom of the World, by Joan Chit-
tister, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, Grand Rapids, 
Mich.
   Joan Chittister seeks to engage the wisdom of all 
people as they grapple with life’s core questions. She 
explores this wisdom in five major religious traditions, 
demonstrating her understanding of each tradition and 
showing how the spiritual insights of each have sought 
to answer questions common to all persons. This book 
is a major contribution to the breaking down of walls 
between major religious traditions. The realization 
that each tradition holds valuable insights makes for 
a deeper understanding that each person, no matter of 
what religious tradition, is seeking answers to universal 
questions. This is a rewarding discovery!
Second Place
   Broken Trust, by Patrick Fleming et. al., The Crossroad 
Publishing Co., New York, N.Y. 
   The significance of this book cannot be overestimated. 
The authors avoid the sensationalism of the popular 
press. They focus on the stories not only of the victims 
but also on the stories of the abusers. The publishers are 
correct is saying that this is a difficult book to read. Yet, 
it is a book that must be read in order to understand the 
reality of the cycle of abuse. The heart of the reader will 
be moved with compassion for the betrayers of youth 
and the youth who have been betrayed. For those who 

Award B1, Popular Presentation of the Catholic 
Faith, First Place, A Jesuit Off Broadway, Loyola 
Press, Chicago, Ill. 

Award B2a, Spirituality, Soft Cover, Teilhard de Chardin: The 
Divine Milieu: A Spirituality for the 21st Century, Paulist 
Press, Mahwah, N.J. 
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honestly seek to understand this great tragedy that has so 
devastated the church, this book will prove to be a light in 
the darkness of a shameful period in church history.    
Third Place
   Crossing the Desert, Learning to Let Go, See Clearly and 
Live Simply, by Robert J. Wicks, Sorin Books (an imprint 
of Ave Maria Press), Notre Dame, Ind.
   Written with his trademark engaging style and inspired 
by his mentor Henri Nouwen, Wicks provides both a 
clear focus and a sense of excitement as he shares with 
his readers the wisdom he has learned. He proves again 
to be an encouraging mentor by providing both freshness 
and energy that encourages our journey to “Let Go, See 
Clearly, and Live Simply.” 

Award B3
Theology

First Place
   The Quest for the Living God, by Elizabeth Johnson, 
Continuum, New York, N.Y. 
 “Gracious mystery, ever greater and ever nearer,” the 
second chapter of this wonderful book, focuses the reader 
clearly on the task ahead:  coming to a fuller understand-
ing of the many faces and manifestations of the divine in 
the world in which we live.  With each image of God that 
is presented Johnson offers us the necessary context, the 
reasoning, and the challenge which animates the believer’s 
devotion and commitment. This is a wonderful text, com-
prehensive and unflinching when such critique is required, 
but perhaps even more encouraging and appreciative of the 
presence of the sacred and the mysterious in our midst.
Second Place
   Faith and Force:  A Christian Debate About War, by 
David L. Clough & Brian Stiltner, Georgetown University 
Press, Washington, D.C.
   In the fifth year of the Anglo-American military action 
in Iraq (2007), these two Christian theologians brought 
their theological acumen to bear on the most pressing con-
temporary ethical issue for their two nations. Drawing on 
the resources of the Christian tradition, they come to very 
different conclusions about the ethical imperatives that led 
to war and underpin the case for continued engagement. 
Tensions between pacifism and just war theory are brought 
out in high relief, points of agreement and disagreement 
are noted, and the application of theological principles to 
specific aspects of the conflict are explored. This book is 
a powerful resource for readers who are searching for a 
way to ground their analysis of the second Iraq War in the 
moral teachings of the Christian faith.
Third Place
   Gathered for the Journey, by David Matzko McCarthy & 
M. Therese Lysaught, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich.
   This collection of essays provides a refreshing look at 
representatives of the next generation of American Roman 
Catholic moral theologians.  We find that they are com-
mitted to developing a moral theology rooted in theology, 
liturgy, church and the implementation of Christian virtue 
in the hurly burly of daily life and in the great issues of war 
and peace, consumer culture, bioethics and other global 
social issues.
Honorable Mention
   The Option for the Poor in Christian Theology, by Daniel 
Groody, University of Notre Dame Press, Notre Dame, 
Ind.
   With the Silent Glimmer of God’s Spirit, by Lambert J. 
Leijssen, Paulist Press, Mahwah N.J.
   Creation, Grace and Redemption, by Neil Ormerod, 
Orbis Books, Maryknoll, N.Y.

Award B4
Scripture

First Place
   Introduction to the Synoptic Gospels, by Pheme Per-
kins, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich.
   Perkins fills the recognized need for a clear, fresh, 
informed and very readable introduction to the Gos-
pels. This introduction will provide a much-needed 
resource for teachers and students, for college and 
adult classes and for independent study.  This work is 
chosen especially for its contribution to the largest audi-
ence, because it plumbs the depths and background of 
contemporary biblical scholarship and translates it into 
language people understand, because it is fascinating to 
read, rooted in Perkins’ personal experience as a teacher, 
and because it is the product of a really keen intellect. 
Highly recommended and will be highly valued by 
teachers and students alike.
Second Place
   Biblical Human Failures, by Walter Vogels, Novalis, 
Ottawa, Ontario
   Literature, at its best, allows the reader to explore 
internal realities that are often eclipsed in the cacophony 
of the mundane. Scripture is no different. In the right 
situation it can offer the reader the sublime experience 
of God. It is so obvious with the prophets, the apostles, 
and other disciples of Jesus. But what of the others? 
Those that miss the mark, the obvious sinners? This 
book offers the reader the same sublime insights, but 
with a focus on those who failed. The work engages and 
surprises in how it allow us to identify with the likes of 
Lot, Samson, Saul, Jonah, and Judas in a ways not previ-
ously thought possible.
Second Place
   Sacra Pagina Series:  Hebrews, by Alan C. Mitchell, 
Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minn.
   This commentary succeeds beautifully in accomplish-
ing one of the stated goals of the Sacra Pagina series 

of commentaries in providing “sound, critical analysis 
without any loss of sensitivity to religious meaning.” 
Alan Mitchell’s sensitivity to the Septuagint, and the 
broader context of Hellenistic Jewish authors and tradi-
tion adds a dimension to the volume not often found in 
other commentaries on Hebrews. In no way does the 
thoroughness of Mitchell’s scholarship detract from 
the beauty of the Book of Hebrews and its exhortative, 
homiletic power.
Third Place
   The One Who is to Come, by Joseph A. Fitzmeyer, Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
   In part a summary of Sigmund Mowinckel’s classic 
treatise, He That Cometh, and in part a corrective to the 
use of the terms “Messiah” and “messianic” by Mow-
inckel, this book, by one of biblical scholarship’s pre-
mier authors, traces the development of the concept of 
messianism in Judaism and in early Christianity. Father 
Fitzmyer’s known expertise in the Dead Sea Scrolls 
adds a dimension to the study which was not possible 
for Mowinckel when his book was published in 1951. 
Though the author presumes knowledge of Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Greek and Latin, the interested reader can still 
gain much from the careful scholarship and thoughtful 
representation of a concept that continues to be misun-
derstood and misused. 

Award B5
Liturgy

First Place
   A Commentary on the General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal, by Ed Foley, et. al., Liturgical Press, 
Collegeville, Minn. 
   The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (2002) 
has arguably been the most significant liturgical docu-
ment for the universal Latin Rite Church since the 
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (1963). The GIRM 
has set forth, for the foreseeable future the directives 
that determine the ritual praxis of the Church’s worship 
and restated to a large extent, the liturgical theology 
embedded in the constitution. The introduction of the 
directives and guidelines for the celebration of the Sun-
day Eucharist, and their implementation did not come 
without hesitation and even resistance in local Churches. 
Some of the actual changes in ritual practice were ques-
tioned, the underlying liturgical and ecclesial theology 
was challenged. The Commentary, a joint project of the 
North American Academy of Liturgy (NAAL) and the 
Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions (FDLC) 
is a superbly written resource and lives up to its claim 
of providing a “thoughtful analysis of the theological, 
pastoral and ecclesial implications” of the
Second Place
   Sacred Music and Liturgical Reform:  Treasures and 
Transformations, by Anthony Ruff, OSB, Liturgy Train-
ing Publications, Chicago, Ill. 
   What makes this scholarly work so valuable is the 
evident love of the author for liturgical music and his 
passionate interest in fostering music that is not only 
suitable for worship but also relevant to the worship-
ping congregation.  He takes the reader on a historical 
journey through the past musical traditions of the church 
and brings them up to the minute with his discussion of 
what works for today’s church. The summary he places 
at the end of each chapter helps to place the main ideas 
of the chapter in focus.   The vast array of bibliographi-
cal resources and the thorough index of topics contribute 
to making this book makes this book a monumental 
liturgical achievement!

Award B3, Theology, First Place, The Quest for the Liv-
ing God, Continuum, New York, N.Y. 
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Third Place
   Liturgy:  Sacrosanctum Concilium, by Rita Ferrone, 
Paulist Press, Mahwah, N.J. 
   An interesting and highly accessible guide to the central 
document in liturgical reform, the Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy. Liturgy explores the development, key 
principles and implementation of the CSL, and raises ques-
tions related to those principles needing further reflection 
in today’s church. This book would be helpful for anyone 
interested in Catholic liturgy, and especially valuable for 
parish ministers.

Award B6
Pastoral Ministry

First Place
   Turning the Wheel, by Jonathan Bengtson & Gabrielle 
Earnshaw, Orbis Books, Maryknoll, N.Y.
   It would be tragic to miss the wonderful contribution of 
so many scholarly, engaging and deeply spiritual reflec-
tions gathered together by Bengtson and Earnshaw as they 
flowed from a major international gathering in 2006 called 
“...to explore the search for God...that Henri [Nouwen] had 
worked with during his lifetime and that still resonates for 
Christians today.” To open the pages of this beautifully 
written book is to become engaged with writers whose 
breath of knowledge and expanse of interests expose even 
the light reader of Nouwen to the depth of his passion-
ate search for God and the multi-layered legacy of the 
same holy path held out to all of humankind. It is indeed 
a tribute to the man they celebrate. So, too, is it a tribute 
to editors and contributors. 
Second Place
   Mexican American Catholics, by Eduardo C. Fernandez, 
Paulist Press, Mahwah, N.J.
   Mexican-Americans constitute the fastest growing entity 
in the American Catholic Church. Growing awareness of 
this is critical for Catholic self-understanding and mission 
on all levels in this country. Fernandez offers all pastors 
and church leaders an extremely valuable concise his-
tory of the Mexican-American Catholic population in the 
United States, its practices, self-understanding, and the 
potential for the future enrichment of the U.S. Catholic 
Church. A must read.
Third Place
   Mission Driven Parish, by Patrick Brennan, Orbis 
Books, Maryknoll, N.Y. 
   This is an excellent, extremely practical and instructive 
book for pastors/parishes facilitating understanding that 
to be Church is to be in mission to their own people and 
to the community at large. While it offers rich theological 
and social science foundations, the practical advice Bren-
nan offers makes this book an especially welcome and 
much-needed resource for parish renewal, so critical for 
our times.
Honorable Mention
   Broken Trust, by Patrick Fleming, et. al., The Crossroad 
Publishing Co., New York, N.Y.
   The Practical Prophet:  Pastoral Writings, by Bishop 
Ken Untener, Paulist Press, Mahwah, N.J.
   I Don’t Want to Go to Church, by Scott Cooper, Paulist 
Press, Mahwah, N.J. 

Award B7
Professional Books

First Place
   Keeping the Covenant, by Thomas Sweetser, The Cross-
road Publishing Co., New York, N.Y. 
   This very necessary and useful book is pastorally sensi-
tive, theologically comprehensive, dynamic and challeng-

ing, and accessible and practical. Sweetser is obviously 
a capable and sensitive leader and he seems to have the 
ability to also clearly articulate his understanding of 
parish ministry in a manner that will be very helpful to 
others. This is a book that can be used fruitfully by pas-
tors, pastoral councils, and others who are invested in 
renewing parish ministry.
Second Place
   The Emerging Diaconate, by William T. Ditewig, Pau-
list Press, Mahwah, N.J. 
   As the number of priests continue to decline, the num-
ber of deacons continues to grow, and the handwriting 
is on the wall. The future of church ministry will most 
likely fall more and more to the deacons. Ditewig book 
offers a rich and valuable history, theology, and discus-
sion of future challenges of the diaconate. A useful book 
for deacons, those training deacons, and those aspiring 
to be deacons.
Second Place
   Welcoming the Word in Year A:  Building on a Rock, by 
Verna Holyhead, S.G.S., Liturgical Press, Collegeville, 
Minn. 
   Writing meditations on the liturgical texts for the Sun-
days of the year might seem like a somewhat easy task 
but it is not.  It is very difficult, faced with the require-
ment of publishing schedules, to produce a meditation 
that remains energetic, vibrant, and at the same time 
liturgically appropriate for an audience that will use the 
text some unknown time in the future.  Holyhead suc-
ceeds in her task and she offers a unique perspective 
that invites the reader to stray into the reflections of the 
weeks and months ahead, so engaging is her insight and 
direction.
Third Place
   Battle for Rights in the United States Catholic Church, 
by Kevin E. McKenna, Paulist Press, Mahwah, N.J.
   Over the last few years, particularly in light of the 
recent sex scandal, the issue of individual rights within 

the Church is being re-thought.  Fr. McKenna has pro-
duced a timely, scholarly and extremely readable book 
that highlights the history of this issue. It is particularly 
interesting for the Church in America as we are products 
of a peculiar mixed heritage—at once siblings of Jeffer-
son and children of the holy Father. This book presents 
old questions that desperately need to be addressed 
today.
Honorable Mention
   A Commentary on the General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal, by Ed Foley, et. al., Liturgical Press, 
Collegeville Minn. 

Award B8
Educational Books

First Place
   Bendecidos, RCL Benziger, Allen, Texas
   This is a publication whose time has come!   Because 
of the large number of Spanish speaking children who 
are enrolled religious education programs in the United 
States, this series offers many advantages to catechists. 
The format of the text books and the manuals for the cat-
echists place information in Spanish on one side of the 
book and in English on the opposite page. The advan-
tages of such a publication are many. English-speaking 
catechists, as well as Spanish-speaking and bilingual 
catechists, will find this series to be a valuable asset in 
their instruction efforts. Spanish speaking parents and 
guardians will find the task of teaching their children 
easier as they help them with their lessons. The inclu-
sion of DVD and CD-Rom components makes the series 
especially relevant. At the present time, the series is only 
available up to Grade 4, but it will soon be expanded to 
Grades 5 and 6.
Second Place
   Love That Does Justice, by Thomas Schubeck, Orbis 
Books, Maryknoll, N.Y. 
   This text will be most useful in a collegiate classroom 
setting for the study of social justice. The author builds 
upon personal narratives by former students to illustrate 
actual experiences of injustice moving from respect 
for oneself to respect for others. He explores biblical 
images of justice and Jesus’ contribution as he moves 
through the Christian and Hebrew traditions of justice. 
The complementary principles of love and justice pave 
a path through varied topics with which we struggle 
today: justice with enemies (Martin Luther King and 
racism), justice in war (pacifism and Iraq), justice in 
friendships (duty to others) in politics (Niebuhr and John 
Paul II) and lastly, the marketplace (economic justice 
and international trade).  Each chapter concludes with 
thought-provoking questions aimed to get the reader to 
come to some decision. Students will find it scholarly 
yet engaging, and the basis for many stimulating class-
room discussions.
Third Place
   From Sand to Solid Ground, by Michael Morwood, 
The Crossroad Publishing Co.,  New York, N.Y. 
   Michael Morwood is a former Catholic priest from 
Australia with more than 30 years experience in adult 
faith formation. Morewood gently challenges adult 
Christians (and especially Catholics,) to re-imagine 
their understanding of God from an ‘elsewhere’ God to 
an ‘everywhere’ God. This shift of paradigm leads to 
a rethinking of many traditional beliefs including the 
atoning purpose of Christ’s death and resurrection, the 
uniqueness (or exclusiveness) of Christianity among 
other faiths and other controversial topics, which have 
often gotten theologians into trouble. The work responds 
to the need of contemporary Christians to understand 
their faith in a new way which respects their secular 

Award B7, Professional Books, First Place, Keeping the 
Covenant, The Crossroad Publishing Co., New York, N.Y. 
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world-view and enables them to believe in Christ and 
believe in themselves and our place in the universe. Mor-
wood’s style is direct and challenging yet compassionate 
and reassuring. Christians who are looking for a 21st cen-
tury handle for their faith will be rewarded by their effort 
to read this important work.
Honorable Mention
   Spiritual Leadership:  The Quest for Integrity, by Leon-
ard Doohan, Paulist Press, Mahwah N.J.
   Christianity 101:  A Textbook of Catholic Theology, by 
Gregory C. Higgins, Paulist Press, Mahwah, N.J. 

Award B9
Design & Production

First Place
   A Reflection of Faith:  Saint Paul Cathedral 1906 to 
2006, by David G. Wilkins, Ph.D, St. Paul Cathedral Cen-
tennial Book Committee, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
   This hard cover, large format book with a beautiful, 
sturdy dust jacket celebrates the centennial of Saint Paul 
Cathedral, Pittsburgh, PA. The end sheet photographs are 
original in design and fit nicely with the theme of the book. 
The typography for section heads and text is balanced in a 
pleasing and readable manner. The distinctive photographs 
throughout vividly show the story of this 100-year-old 
cathedral. In addition to the striking photographs, the book 
includes informative maps and charts, and is complete 
with a pictorial glossary, acknowledgments, bibliography, 
and useful index.
Second Place
   Sain John’s Bible:  Prophets, Liturgical Press, Colleg-
eville, Minn. 
   The two large size volumes, Prophets and Wisdom, are 
part of St. John’s Bible project. Excellent jacket design, 
cover, printing and binding and last, but certainly not least 
important, the fantastic hand rendered calligraphic type. 
The visual impact created by these books is unequalled 
and I’m sure that any bibliophile would be proud to have 
these books in his or her library. Congratulations to the 
design and production people at Liturgical Press.
Third Place
   Portraits of Grace, by Patricia A. Lynch, ACTA Publica-
tions, Skokie, Ill. 
   Excellent presentation of a modern day book of reflec-
tions and meditations. The photography and imagination 
is quite outstanding. The airy layout works well with the 
imagery and thoughtful words.
Third Place
   The Work of Our Hands:  The Art of Martin Srspamer, 
OSB, by Bari Colombari, Pastoral Press (An imprint of 
Oregon Catholic Press), Portland, Ore. 
   The book jacket is colorful and inviting and the hard 
cover is of good quality buckram with gold imprinting 
on the spine. The paper is good quality coated stock and 
displays the four-color art and type brilliantly. Brother 
Erspamer’s art is beautiful and inspiring and as you read 
the text one recognizes that it was taken from a broad 
spectrum of media.
Honorable Mention
   In Shining Splendor:  Easter Season Meditations on the 
Exsultet, by Richard N. Fragomeni, Work Library Publica-
tion, Franklin Park, Ill. 
   The Great Catholic Reformers, by C. Colt Anderson, 
Paulist Press, Mahwah, N.J. 

Award B10
Children’s Books

First Place
   He Said Yes, by Kelly Ann Lynch, Paulist Press, Mah-
wah, N.J. 
   This is an inspiring true story of a modern-day hero, 
his remarkable life and untimely death on 9/11. He was 
an ordinary boy from Brooklyn who became an extraor-
dinary Franciscan priest and beloved New York City 
Fire Department chaplain. The story is told in a most 
engaging way that continually leads us to read on. The 
illustrations represent the text in a wonderful way, soft 
and colorful, painting a picture of Fr. Mychal’s heart and 
soul. The text itself, gentle yet strong, truly conveys the 
character of Father Mychal and his love for the Lord.
Second Place
   Easter Swallows, by Vicki Howie, Pauline Books and 
Media, Boston, Mass. 
   Here is a perfect story to read to younger children 
about Holy Week. As seen through the eyes of two 
sparrows, the story touches on all aspects of the week 
including some previous miracles performed by Jesus. 
The illustrations add to the story with beautiful accents.
Second Place
   Living the 10 Commandments for Children, by Rose-
marie Gortler & Donna Piscitelli, Our Sunday Visitor 
Publishing, Huntington, Ind.
   This is an excellent introduction to the Ten Com-
mandments for children.  It is written in child-friendly 
language with simple illustrations that well illustrate the 
meaning of each commandment.  It explains what can 
be confusing terms for children and has a helpful dis-
cussion guide at the end.  This is a very accessible and 
easy-to-read guide for young children.

Third Place
   More Saints, Lives and Illuminations, by Ruth Sand-
erson, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 
   Here is an exquisite and polished presentation of the 
lives of a wonderful selection of well known and lesser 
known saints—36 men and women of faith. Each saint’s 
biography is accompanied by an elegant color portrait. 
Written for young readers, the book is easily an inspira-
tion for adults as well. 

Award B11
First Time Author of a Book

First Place
   Wake Up to God’s Word:  Exercises for Spiritual Trans-
formation, by Mary Reaman, St. Anthony Messenger 
Press, Cincinnati, Ohio
   This is an appealing, scripturally based spiritual 
reading/meditation/contemplation book—a lectio div-
ina—for all ages. Each chapter ends with a practical 
direction:  Ego Identification Exercise, which does just 
that to get you out of yourself and into contemplation; 
Contemplation, a thought and/or a scripture quote for 
you to contemplate; Prayer, a very brief one regarding 
the particular meditative point; Action of loving-kind-
ness, suggesting a specific act you can do for someone 
else that brings the point you are contemplating back to 
reality.  This book is truly a wake up call.
Second Place
   Make Room for God:  Clearing Out the Clutter, by 
Susan K. Rowland, St. Anthony Messenger Press, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio
   In the author’s own words, this book “affords one an 
attitude adjustment, or more aptly, a new set of glasses 
with which to view life.”  Through her own experiences 
and research Rowland offers many productive and prac-
tical suggestions for clearing the clutter from our daily 
lives to make room for God and to feel better about 
ourselves.  It teaches us to be good to ourselves (see the 
very timely suggestions about sleep), so that we might 
enjoy life as well as be more beneficial to others.  This 
book is a live-in life coach that is ready to serve you 
anytime, doesn’t have to be fed and doesn’t require a 
room of its own.
Third Place
   Jesus of Israel:  Finding Christ in the Old Testament, 
by Fr. Richard Veras, Servant Books, Cincinnati, Ohio
   This is a very easy to read and understand book trac-
ing the history of Jesus in the Old Testament. It would 
be a good gift book to be given to all those in the RCIA 
programs as they begin their journey into Catholicism. 
There are reflections questions at the end of every chap-
ter for use in group discussions.
Honorable Mention
   John Cuthbert Ford, SJL  Moral Theologian at the End 
of the Manualist Era, by Eric Marcelo O. Genilo, SJ, 
Georgetown University Press, Washington, D.C.

Award B12
Family Life

First Place
   Jesus in the House:  Gospel Reflections on Christ’s 
Presence in the Home, by Allan F. Wright, St. Anthony 
Messenger Press, Cincinnati, Ohio
   Knock, knock. Who’s there?...  Jesus in the House 
fosters the challenge of what it is like to invite everyone 
around the table of Life, a place where no one is left 
outside the scope of God’s love.  Wright invites readers 
to consider the fidelity of providing a place within each 

Award B11, First Time Author of a Book, First Place, Wake 
Up to God’s Word: Exercises for Spiritual Transformation, St. 
Anthony Messenger, Cincinnati, Ohio
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household, where Jesus can dwell. He suggests that read-
ers not just read about the stories of homes where Jesus 
has been invited, but also to to sense the ambience, enter 
in, and become part of the story. Small group discussions, 
prayers, reflection questions, and “chapter challenges” 
round out this wonderful book.
Second Place
   Christian Marriage:  The New Challenge, by David 
Thomas, Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minn.
   This is a very important book because David Thomas 
places Catholic theology of marriage within the context of 
contemporary culture and challenges us to reflect on both 
the changes and the enduring values.  He speaks to the 
ordinary experiences of daily life as we strive to love our 
nearest neighbor as ourselves.
Third Place
   Good Discipline, Great Teens, by Dr. Ray Guarsendi, 
Servant Books, Cincinnati, Ohio
   Dr. Ray guides parents through the toughest challenges 
of the teen years with professional and personal experience 
combined with great honesty and humor. In a question and 
answer format covering the sublime to ridiculous chal-
lenges of the daunting teen years, this father of ten gives 
parents hope, strength and wisdom to be firm and loving in 
finding the best parent in themselves and bringing out the 
“natural” best in their teens.

Award B13
History

First Place
   As it was in the Beginning, by Robert McClory, The 
Crossroad Publishing Co., New York, N.Y. 
   The respected Catholic journalist and scholar cites occa-
sions in history when lay people have influenced the direc-
tion and mission of the church. He then shows how today’s 
church is already moving toward greater democratization 
and away from the centralization of power, and how such 
action is not a radical new direction but a faithful adher-
ence to the longstanding traditions of the church.
Second Place
   Vocies of the Faithful, by D’Antonio & Pogorelc, EDS, 
The Crossroad Publishing Co.,  New York, N.Y. 
   A volume in Boston College’s Church in the 21st Century 
Series, Voices of the Faithful presents original research by 
noted scholars on the history, religious beliefs, practices 
and attitudes of the Voice of the Faithful, a lay nationwide 
Catholic reform movement formed in response to the 
clergy abuse scandal and the exposure of failed leader-
ship in the Church. This work, which emanated from a 
2005 symposium at Boston College, includes the research 
essays of symposium participants Nancy Ammerman, 
Michelle Dillon, Mary Hines, Robert Imbelli, William 
Gamson, and John McCarthy. Professor D’Antonio and 
Fr. Pogorelc then provide an analytical framework and 
a detailed sociological critique of this highly regarded 
national reform group.
Third Place
   The Great Catholic Reformers, by C. Colt Anderson, 
Paulist Press, Mahwah, N.J.
   This book is firmly anchored in the orthodox tradition 
of the Church.  Anderson understands his formidable sub-
jects well, and through a style of writing that invites the 
reader to respectfully consider each of these great Catholic 
reformers, he blends a real understanding of the human 
condition, social mores, and an appreciation for the role 
of spirituality, critique, and Church discipline.  He never 
looses sight of the use of the method that he proposes for 
his presentation, a four-step method proposed and cham-
pioned by the Dominican theologian Yves Congar. The 
method serves the topic well and the book makes a useful 
and necessary contribution to furthering the necessary dia-

logue for reform.
Honorable Mention
   A Concise Guide to the Documents of Vatican II, by 
Edward P. Hahnenberg, St. Anthony Messenger Press, 
Cincinnati, Ohio
Reconstructing Christianity in China, by Philip Wickeri, 
Orbis Books, Maryknoll, N.Y. 

Award B14
Biography

First Place
   Mother Teresa, by Brian Kolodieschuk M.C. & Trace 
Murphy, Doubleday Religious Publishing Group, New 
York, N.Y. 
   A well-edited and highly publicized collection of the 
private writings of the “Saint of Calcutta,” including her 
letters and diary entries, where she admits to suffering 
through periods of skepticism and weakening of faith on 
her spiritual journey. An enormously important work in 
biography and Church history. The editor, Fr. Brian, is 
director of the Mother Teresa Center and postulator of 
the Cause of Beatification and Canonization of Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta.
Second Place
   A Life Poured Out, by Jean Jacques Perennes, Orbis 
Books, Maryknoll, N.Y. 
   The life and death of this Algerian bishop highlight the 
tensions and challenges of Christians and Muslims as 
they seek to find ecumenical understanding of mind and 
heart amid a backdrop of tension, mistrust and violence 
fueled by politics, history and culture. His life of grace 
and reconciliation becomes more eloquent in light of 
his 1996 murder and offer hope to all engaged in inter 
religious dialogue.
Third Place
   Women in Church History:  21 Stories for 21 Centu-
ries, by Joanne Turpin, St. Anthony Messenger Press, 
Cincinnati, Ohio
   This clever and original book idea, carefully researched 
and well-written, offers a fascinating collection of brief 
background and action stories about 21 saintly women 
in the 21 centuries of the Church.  It has the virtue of 
being easy to dip into and easy to read.

Award B15
Gender Issues

First Place
   Green Sisters: A Spiritual Ecology, by Sarah McFar-
land Taylor, Harvard University Press, Evanston, Ill. 
   Many people believe that the most important issue for 
the 21st century is climate change, and as author Sarah 
McFarland Taylor shows, Catholic religious sisters are 
faithfully and steadfastly taking up the mission to heal 
and restore the life systems of the planet.  Popularly 
referred to as “green nuns” or “green sisters” this book 
captures their stories. This book deserves first place 
because it imaginatively addresses one of the most 
important topics currently facing human beings; because 
it is clearly and interestingly written, capturing both the 
activities and the personalities of these green sisters; 
and because it is a beautifully produced hardcover with 
twelve black and white photographs that introduce the 
concepts of the book and the women who are creating 
this revolution.  Especially valuable are the End Notes 
where the author gives rich background information and 
a section called Critical Mass, where the author lists 
more than fifty ecological learning centers, eco-spiritual 
retreat centers, organic
Second Place
   Created in God’s Image, by Michelle Gonzalez, Orbis 
Books, Maryknoll, N.Y. 
   Gonzalez’s work is an abstract but highly readable sum-
mary of current mainstream theological influences on 
systematic thinking about of God’s relation to ‘human-
ity-as-gendered.’ The author critiques these influences 
through various well-known, contemporary feminist-
theoretical positions. She construct is her own feminist 

Award B12, Family Life, Second Place, Christian Marriage: 
The New Challenge, Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minn. 

Award B14, Biography, First Place, Mother Teresa, Double-
day Religious Publishing Group, New York, N.Y. 
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stance on the meaning of imago dei the traditional bibli-
cal notion concerning the essence-existence of humanity 
as created and willed by the creator. Her position is an 
interesting and useful contribution to current attempts to 
achieve a non-gender biased Christianity. 
Third Place
   Women in Mission, by Susan Smith, Orbis Books, 
Maryknoll, N.Y. 
   Smith does a wonderful job of highlighting the impor-
tance of women missionaries from the New Testament 
time to today.  This is a “herstory” of the significant role 
of missionary women in the Catholic church.   As in the 
history of our country, women’s voices and contribu-
tions have been down played within the church.  Aware-
ness of women’s diverse roles within the church must be 
preserved and Ms. Smith’s accomplishes this in a very 
beautifully written book.
Honorable Mention
   Feminist Intercultural Theology, by Maria Pilar Aquino 
& Maria Rosado Nunes, Orbis Books, Maryknoll, N.Y. 

Award B16
Spanish Language Titles

First Place
   Santos Americanos, Arturo Perez Rodriguez & Miguel 
Arias, Loyola Press, Chicago, Ill. 
   This is an extremely valuable book that is both timely 
and well-written. Its innovative approach to the saints 
of the Americas deftly brings together the lofty insights 
of Ignatian spirituality and an accessible, conversational 
style of writing.  The chapters are interesting and easy-
to-read, the graphics informative.  Most importantly, the 
authors chose a splendid sample of exemplary lives from 
the Americas—men and women, religious and lay, young 
and old, and from a variety of contexts—that is sure to 
appeal to a similarly broad swath of readers.  This kind of 
creative, engaging theological writing, from the (broadly 
understood) American perspective, is quite necessary and 
most welcome in the Spanish-speaking community in the 
U.S.
First Place
   Introduccion a la Bible, by Stephen J. Binz, Liturgical 
Press, Collegeville, Minn. 
   Binz provides a great service to the Spanish-speaking 
church in the U.S. by presenting modern and contemporary 
biblical interpretation in a nuanced, and yet easy-to-read, 
form.  It provides an excellent introduction to the scriptures 
and to biblical analysis from a Catholic perspective, skill-
fully interweaving scholarly perspectives with the aims 
of the life of faith. This book is useful in many contexts, 
including small faith-sharing groups, RCIA programs, and 
ministerial training, as well as for general interest readers.  
Its brevity makes it a great classroom text as well.
Second Place
   Jesus de Nazaret, by Joseph Ratzinger Papa Benedicto 
XVI & Bill Barry, Doubleday Religious Publishing Group, 
New York, N.Y. 
   Pope Benedict VI offers a picture of Jesus drawn from 
his own theological interpretation of how Jesus is present-
ed in the Gospels. It is an invitation to find Jesus yourself 
and to have a lifelong relationship with him. He explains 
the gospels are on the light of faith to reveal a path of faith 
that makes the figure of Jesus profound and clear.
Third Place
   Palabra Vida y Fe, by Miguel Arias, Oregon Catholic 
Press, Portland, Ore. 
   Latinos thirst for knowledge of the scriptures, for the 
ability to be able to explain to others their Catholic iden-
tity, and they are always searching for catechetical and 
liturgical tools for their personal enrichment and for teach-
ing others. This well-written and helpfully organized book 

responds to this need in an appealing way. In addition to 
the rich content and many helpful ideas it offers, Palabra, 
Vida y Fe is highly recommended for prayer groups and 
small based communities.We especially loved the use of 
the calendar of the saints, and the reflection questions 
after the gospel readings.

Award B17
Reference Books

First Place
   An Introductory Dictionary of Theology and Religious 
Studies, by Orlando O. Espin & James B. Nickoloff, 
Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minn. 
   Designed as a supplement for undergraduate students, 
the book “intends to provide basic definitions and 
background information on concepts, persons, objects, 
and events that seem to be important or useful for the 
academic study of the world’s major religions.” The 
1500-page book is noteworthy for its inclusion of a wide 
array of non-Euro-American theologians (e.g., Leonardo 
Boff, John Mbiti) and topics (e.g., Whirling Dervishes, 
Feng-Shui). Figures from other disciplines who have 
had an impact on theology and religious studies are 
also included. A most valuable reference for student and 
teacher alike.
Second Place
   A New Dictionary of Saint:  East and West, by Michael 
Walsh, Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minn. 
   This is the first dictionary of saints that lists, in one 
alphabetical sequence, over 7,000 saints and blesseds 
revered in the churches of the East as well as those 
known in the Western church. Each entry contains 
details of the birth, life and death of the saint, the feast 
day on which the saint is celebrated, and the reason for 
which the saint is venerated.
Third Place
   St. Joseph Atlas of the Bible, by Tim Dowley, Catholic 
Book Publishing Corp, Totowa, N.J. 

   This attractive and invaluable resource for school 
and Bible study is reasonably priced and packs a 
rich resource in just 96 pages in a handy 7-1/4 x 10 
format. It includes 79 full-color maps of Bible lands, 
plus photos, charts and diagrams. This reference will 
be most helpful for today’s generation of students. It 
should find a place in the home and religious educa-
tion libraries.
Honorable Mention
   Encyclopedia of Mary, by Monica & Bill Dodds, Our 
Sunday Visitor Publishing, Huntington, Ind. 

Award B18
Diocesan Directory 

First Place
   Archdiocese of Newark 2007 Directory & Almanac, 
by Msgr. Francis R. Seymour, Marge McCue, Fred 
Bauer, & Paula Blackman, SVO, Advocate Publishing 
Corporation, Newark, N.J. 
   This is a well organized, information packed direc-
tory with content at your finger tips. Balanced design 
with negative space to give breathing room to the eye. 
Consistent typeface sizes is a big plus. Thoughtful 
design of the cover, connecting the diocese with the 
Vatican image.
Second Place
   Archdiocesan Review, by Patti Medinger, The Catho-
lic Review, Baltimore, Md. 

   This directory features an excellent cover illustrating 
various activities and special events that take place with-
in the Archdiocese. The directory is spiral bound which 
is ideal for a book that is designed for reference use and 
must lie flat. The interior is very well organized present-
ing archdiocesan data and practical order and format. 
The printing is excellent and the photographs used are 
crisp and clear. A map is included in each parish section. 
An outstanding directory.
Third Place
   Catholic Directory, Diocese of San Diego, by Donna 
Moore, Diocese of San Diego, Bishop Robert H. Brom, 
San Diego, Calif. 
   The simple break down of content and the well thought 
out organization of the parish information in this direc-
tory facilitates ease of use. The design is clean and same 
typeface used throughout allows ease of readability.
Third Place
   Official Catholic Directory, by Jordan McMorrough 
& Patsy Pelton, Today’s Catholic-Archdiocese of San 
Antonio, San Antonio, Texas
   Original artwork for the cover gives this directory a 
personal touch. Includes a thorough breakdown of the 
diocese. Reinforced tabs and heavy-duty coated stock for 
dividers are a plus in this directory. Maps are provided 
for each of the parishes.

Award B19
Direct Mail Promotion

First Place
   Non Subscriber Sample Box, by OCP Marketing Staff, 
Oregon Catholic Press, Portland, Ore. 
   This most impressive direct mail promotion consists 
of a purple mailing box with words of the Old Testament 
printed in silver, (“The trumpeters and singers were 
heard as a single voice preaching and giving thanks to 
the Lord” 2 Chr 5:13). Upon opening the package the 
recipient finds samples of the missals with brochures and 
other inserts describing OCP’s parish musical program. 
Also included is a CD of some hymns and songs taken 
from that section of the missals. All of the material in 

Award B16, Spanish Language Titles, Third Place, Palabra Vida y 
Fe, Oregon Catholic Press, Portland, Ore. 
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the package is cushioned by purple packing material which 
presents the enclosures in an impressive fashion.  The bro-
chures and informational folders are well designed and the 
copy is excellent. This is a great direct mail package.
Second Place
   Rediscover Edward Hays, by Andrew Wagoner, Ave 
Maria Press, Notre Dame, Ind. 
   This self-mailer opens to an attractive display of book 
covers in vivid colors with a pleasantly pastel background. 
The artwork for the entire piece takes its cue from the lead 
book (25th anniversary edition) giving it an aura of clas-
sicalness.  The center panel gives the entire list of prayers 
and blessings of the lead title.  Gift giving suggestions aid 
both the consumer and trade markets.  An unassuming line 
of type makes an offer to view sample pages of books at 
the publisher’s website.  An appealing and practical direct 
mail promotion.
Third Place
   Refresh Your Mind, St. Anthony Messenger Press, Cin-
cinnati, Ohio
   Here is a nice open design. The “Fresh” connection 
with color and usage of imagery works very well with the 
design. Just enough negative space to give clarity to the 
piece. The sans serif typeface also keeps in balance with 
the clean look of the total design. Well done.

Award B20
Catalog

First Place
   Spring 2007 Trade Catalog, St. Anthony Messenger 
Press, Cincinnati, Ohio
   The cover of this catalog has a very simply designed and 
effective cover. The overall interior design is elegant, and 
it shines in the execution of its layout. Most catalogs are 
overwhelming. The designer of this catalog eases the audi-
ence into a well structured and detailed presentation. The 
use of type is very professional.
Second Place
   2007 Catalog, Harcourt Religion Publishers, Orlando, 
Fla. 
   From the surreal-like art on the cover to the very practi-
cal and easily usable tabs for the user to highlight entire 
sections or an individual title, this catalog is first-rate.  It is 
important for the busy professional to have a catalog that 
can be used practically and efficiently. This is just that. 
But, besides practicality, it helps to have psychological 
factors working for it.  This catalog uses bright as well as 
muted colors, background colors, strong type, plenty of 
white space, and a lot of movement in the staggered book 
cover collages.  Different colored page edges indicate the 
various categories.  The catalog closes with a clear and 
readable index, order information, publishing partners, 
staff and sales team.  An excellent catalog.
Third Place
   Fall 2007 Trade Catalog, Paulist Press, Mahwah, N.J. 
   One is first struck by the design of the cover of the 
catalog. It effectively captures the season of Fall through 
pictures of falling leaves and harvest scenes. One should 
also note that the cover design through the use of boxy 
frames is carried out in the catalog page designs. The cata-
log is four color throughout, illustrating the jackets of the 
featured books as they will appear on bookstore shelves. 
The high quality paper used has a good feel and carries 
both type and illustration very well. Cleverly, the designer 
used a light green tone background for general titles and a 
beige tone background for religious trade titles which is a 
good visual aid for the bookstore people who do the order-
ing. The page designs are good and uncluttered.

Honorable Mention
   Fall Web Guide Catalog, GIA Publications, Inc., Chi-
cago, Ill. 
   Novalis Books and Resources Fall 2007, Novalis, 
Ottawa, Ontario
   Fall/Winter 2007 Catalog, Orbis Books, Maryknoll, 
N.Y.  

Award B21
Web Site

First Place
   www.ocp.org, Oregon Catholic Press, Portland, Ore. 
   Outstanding for the most consistent, clean and simple 
navigation through the site. The simple color scheme 
allows the user to focus on the various links that are 
clearly presented across the site without distraction. The 
site search is well located so as to be easily noticed. The 
homepage has a well mannered slideshow introduction 
which does well not to interfere with the business of the 
return user. The built-in shopping cart may have one 
step too many, yet, overall it is well integrated without 
excess clutter. This site would benefit with a more vis-
ible contact link.
Second Place
   www.lifelongcatechesis.com, Harcourt Religion Pub-
lishers, Orlando, Fla. 
   Most appealing and friendly colour scheme in the 
group. The self centering formatting is most desireable 
with its patterned background which adapts the site to 
the users computer display as opposed to the left justify 
utilized by the competitors in this category. Consistent 
and easy navigation, allbeit, perhaps a bit light in link 
options. This site lacks a “site search” option and a vis-
ible contact link. The redirect to another site for product 
purchase is limiting.
Third Place
   www.paulistpress.com, Paulist Pressm Mahwah, N.J. 
   The site is attractively designed and makes good use of 
dynamic features such as drop-down menus. The navi-
gation bar is well organized and all the  links are well-
integrated. The home page is a bit too busy. We suggest 
that some of the information should be transferred to 

other pages and have links from the home page to reduce 
some of the busy-ness.

Award B22
Best Book by a Small Publisher

First Place
   One Hundred Great Catholic Books, by Don Brophy, 
Bluebridge, New York, N.Y. 
   All formal education is an introduction to the world 
of knowledge.  Having been introduced, it is incum-
bent upon each of us to bring the relationship to the 
next level. What is available for the advancement of our 
Catholic (maybe we should say “catholic”) education is 
so vast and rich that it would be daunting to approach 
the task without a guide or mentor. That is what Don 
Brophy offers in this book, a guide, a sampling, a small 
taste of the banquet available. With each sampling, the 
reader will find him or herself hungry for more of each 
author.  This is a much needed book, beautifully written 
and very inviting.
Second Place
   Wise Choices, by Margaret Silf, Bluebridge, New 
York, N.Y.
   This book is very much like sitting with a wise and 
compassionate spiritual companion. The poetic qual-
ity of the prose underscores the poignancy of the text, 
which is pregnant with reflective insight for the reader 
who approaches this small book with an open heart. The 
guidance offered around the many significant choices 
we face in the course of our lives focuses upon a quality 
of deep listening, which will surely facilitate greater 
trust in both ourselves and in the still small voice of the 
spirit within. Particularly inviting is what the author has 
to say about overcoming inertia and avoiding procras-
tination.
Third Place
   Journey to Holiness, by Edward Foley, Province of St. 
Joseph, Chicago, Ill. 
   Intended primarily as a souvenir and a memory of 
pilgrimage to the shrine and center devoted to the cause 
for sainthood of the Venerable Solanus Casey, this book 
succeeds in weaving information about the shrine, beau-
tiful pictures, and most importantly, just enough direct 
references to the life of Solanus Casey to make the book 
imminently readable and enjoyable on its own.  The 
Franciscan spirit of hospitality and an openness to the 
many and different manifestations of the Spirit of God 
are easily recognizable in both the text and the pictures 
that support the text.  It is enjoyable and prayerful, a 
“coffee-table pilgrimage.”
Honorable Mention
   Building Bridges Pope John Paul II & the Horizon 
of Life, by Dr. Lena Allen Shore, Cathedral Foundation 
Press, Baltimore, Md. 

Award B23
Social Concerns

First Place
   Green Sisters: A Spiritual Ecology, by Sarah McFar-
land Taylor, Harvard University Press, Evanston, Ill. 
   McFarland Taylor brings to light the feisty and excit-
ing work of Roman Catholic  religious orders of women 
as they work, live, and pray their spiritual ecology. The 
“lived religion” of the “Green Sisters” receives a serious 
and hospitable analysis that shows how these women are 
implementing the mandate of Catholic social teaching to 
“care for God’s creation.”

Award B19, Direct Mail Promotion, Second Place, Redis-
cover Edward Hays, Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, Ind. 
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Second Place
   Solidarity Will Transform the World, by Jeffry Korgen, 
Orbis Books, Maryknoll, N.Y. 
   Well-written and relevant, this book presents the reader 
with contemporary situations of social strife—HIV/AIDS, 
economic injustice, genocide, and oppression—set in the 
context of faith-filled responses.  Alongside the difficult 
stories stand the incredible strength and dignity of the 
Nicaraguan coffee farmer, the Rwandan peacebuilder, the 
Indian and Mexican entrepreneurs, and the HIV+ Zambian 
CRS volunteer. Korgen makes us feel as though we are 
traveling with him and meeting these people ourselves.
Third Place
   Catholicism at the Crossroads, by Paul Lakeland, Con-
tinuum, New York, N.Y.
   Lakeland offers new understandings, interpretations, and 
practices of the laity in the church. It is a book that could 
be well used by a parish discussion groups, individuals, or 

in classroom settings. He move forward the discussion 
on the power and presence of the laity as a significant 
and expanding force in the Church. Here is a healthy 
blend of encouragement and challenge.
Honorable Mention
   United States Welfare Policy:  A Catholic Response, by 
Thomas H. Massaro S.J., Georgetown University Press, 
Washington, D.C. 
   Moral Measure of the Economy, by 
Chuck Collins & Mary Wright, Orbis Books, Maryknoll, 
N.Y. 
   Just Policing, Not War, by Gerald W. Schlabach, Litur-
gical Press, Collegeville, Minn. 

Book Award Judges

   Tina Aleman is a poet, translator (from the Estonian), 
and editor. For the past ten years she’s been the production 
editor at Commonweal magazine. She is also webmistress 
of Commonweal’s Web site: commonwealmagazine.org. 
She has written book reviews for Commonweal; her trans-
lations of Estonian poet Doris Kareva have been published 
in the Iowa Review and Words without Borders; and most 
recently one of her poems has been accepted for publica-
tion in the literary magazine Mosaic.
   Nancy Arnold Artz is the President of Artz Consulting 
Services, a marketing consulting firm. She has worked at 
several religious publishing companies, including Living 
the Good News and Group Publishing, and is a service 
member of the Catholic Book Publishers Association. 
Artz holds a B.A in American Studies from Carleton Col-
lege and a M.B.A. in Marketing from the University of 
Denver.
   Thomas R. Artz is the director of administrative ser-
vices and human resources for the Society of the Divine 
Word in Techny, IL. He worked in religious publishing 
for over seventeen years at Liguori, HarperSanFrancisco, 
Twenty-Third Publications, and most recently, at ACTA 
Publications where he was co-owner and co-publisher. The 
author of several books and numerous articles, he earned a 
Ph.D. in Theology from Boston College.
   Bernhard (Ben) A. Asen is associate professor in the 
Department of Theological Studies, Saint Louis Univer-
sity, and co-editor of Theology Digest. He graduated from 
Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, in 1972, and served as 
pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, MO, from 1972-1975. 
He received his Ph.D. in Biblical Languages and Literature 
from Saint Louis University in 1980. Dr. Asen teaches 
courses in the Old Testament on the undergraduate and 
graduate levels. He is a member of the Society of Bibli-
cal Literature, the Catholic Biblical Association, and the 
American Academy of Religion.
   Michele Benitez is a Children’s Librarian who lives in 
San Jose, California with her husband and son.
   Mary Boone, L.C.S.W., L.C.D.C., maintains a private 
psychotherapy practice in Austin, TX.  She has taught at 
Austin Community College and is a regular guest present-
er at The University of Texas School of Social Work. For 
seventeen years she worked in diocesan Family Ministry 
in the Dioceses of Galveston-Houston and Austin. She 

served on the National Association of Catholic Family 
Ministers and chaired a national committee on parish 
family ministry.
   Timothy J. Buckley is a practicing psychotherapist 
in private practice in New York City, where he has also 
taught crisis intervention, family therapy and group 
therapy at Fordham Graduate School of Social Service. 
He has served as executive director of the New Jersey 
Institute for Mental Health Education. He received his 
psychoanalytic training at the Training Institute for 
Mental Health in New York City, and is currently a 
licensed psychoanalyst (LP).

   Caroline Cella has her Masters in Theology and over 
twenty years ministry experience in the Church, which 
includes eight years as a Religion Teacher, six years 
in parishes and four years in the Diocese of Rockville 
Centre.  Additionally, she has two units of Clinical Pas-
toral Education.  Currently working for Catholic Health 
Services of Long Island, she has created and teaches 
a Spiritual Care Companion training program for lay 
volunteers serving in hospitals, nursing homes and for 
the homebound.
   Emilie Cerar has enjoyed being an editor of Catholic 
books at Living Flame Press, Resurrection Press and 
Catholic Book Publishing, Corp. for over twenty years.  
She has an MA in Theology, is a certified spiritual 
director, hospital chaplain.
   Paul John Coury C.Ss.R. was born and raised in 
the Redemptorist Parish of Holy Redeemer in Detroit, 
Michigan. He entered the seminary in 1960 and was 
ordained a Priest of the Redemptorist order in 1972. He 
has ministered in various parts of the United States as 
a Teacher and Director in the High School Seminary, 
Retreat Director in Sacred Heart Retreat Center, Forma-
tion Director for the House of Theology in Chicago, and 
Theological Editor at Liguori Publications.
   William W. Curran graduated from Iona College, 
NY, as a Philosophy Major and the Columbia Univer-
sity School of Journalism, Communication Arts. He has 
worked at BBDO Advertising Agency as a copywriter; 
at BBDO as Vice President, Associate Creative Director; 
at Funk & Wagnall’s Publishing as Editor and Director, 
Graphic Production; at Dell Publishing as Director, Spe-
cial Publishing; and at Macmillan as Editorial Manager, 
Special Publishing. He is former columnist, Anton Com-
munity Newspapers, and currently is a columnist for the 
Purcellville Gazette in Virginia.
   Eleanor Darienzo divides her time between between 
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